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A CLASSIC VOLKSWAGEN OF HIGHER CALIBER

by Robert Hallstrom

or someone who'’s restored clas-

sic Volkswagens as a hobby for

the past quarter century, you'd
think Bill Collins of Salem, New Hamp-
shure would ve been driven to pursuing
samesihung =ise Buot. that's not the case
atalll bofees BNl wiho 2t age 50, still
ST
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27 split windows! Yes, that’s right twen-
ty-seven! Well, now that we have Bill
classified as a true Volkswagen afi-
cionado, (not to mention your attention)
we can better understand how this once
incompleted 1949 Hebmiiller is now the
talk of the town.

Since he always wanted a Hebmuller,
Bill took it upon himself to find one for
his fiftieth birthday. Sort of like giving
a birthday present to himself. After
Beanng word of a gentleman in Virginia
w5e ewned 2 49 Hebmiller that had
Se=m seeamstructed from two different
S i the kst sxties he decided to

e e it 3¢ . = 2ppeared the

VW sat on a late model pan and was
powered by a 1500 engine. Although
being far from its original condition, it
was, nonetheless, well preserved. Know-
ing this, Bill made several attempts to
buy the car, but was denied every time.

After a year had gone by, Bill once
again put his bid up for the car, but this
time was successful and became the
car’s new owner. He immediately began
a complete teardown of the Heb at Paint
Your Wagen, a body shop in Lawrence,
Massachusetts, owned by close friend,
Lewis Santosuosso. It wasn’t long after,
Lew and a couple of key employees took
a special interest in the project paying




This Incmdlblc-looldné 1949 convertible
Hebmdlller is a dream come true for VW enthusiast
and Salem, New Hampshire, resident, Bill Collins.

RIGHT - Looking down on the interior shows the
amount of pride and determined work that went
into every stitch of the red leather upholstery.

BELOW RIGHT - Original cockpit features include
the split dash instrumentation, glove box and

| fromsmmizece




-
&)
<
o8]
)
g
d
o




G T S S T I R A AN e T E SIS S O T ] .55 AT

close attention to detail and making sure
everything was done correctly.

" Since a restored pan had already been
installed sometime during the sixties
and was still in great shape, there was
really no need to replace it, which
undoubtedly made the job much easier.
But, that’s not to say it was all cut and
dry either. On the contrary, the body
underwent many hours of re-engineer-
ing. For example, the front fenders dis-
played oval horn grills, so they were
filled and re-cut for early-model round
horn grills. The parking light holes were
also eliminated and both semaphores
were reconstructed.

With the body’s quick progression, the
exterior received its final prepping and
was primered for paint. Two-tone Chi-
anti red and ivory were chosen for the
acrylic enamel paint as it matched the
original Hebmiiller color scheme. After
spraying, the paint was buffed to a bril-
liant shine. All exterior items and acces-
sories were installed soon thereafter,
including the original chrome side mold-
ing. A very rare set of (NOS) Foxcraft
fender skirts were also installed for
added detail.

Before starting on the interior, the
engine and wiring had to be installed.
Fortunately, Bill had completed a 25-
horsepower engine restoration prior to
the body work. The stock 1131cc pow-
erplant, equipped with 75mm bore and

an original Solex 25 VFIS carburetor
was installed with the help of Bob Don-
alds of Boston Engine in Needham,
Massachusetts. Later, the engine
received several very rare accessories,
one being an original (Hebmiiller offset)
Mann mushroom air cleaner. A stock
mid-1950’s tranny was also rebuilt and
installed rounding out the mechanical
components.

When the time came to find a suitable
upholsterer to take care of the interior,
Bill’'s good fortune led him to Sal Messi-
na of Columbia Auto Seat Cover also
located in Lawrence. Since Volkswagen
originally offered cloth, vinyl or leather
as interior choices, Bill naturally opted
for Connoly leather. The stock front
seats, door panels and (pull-up) rear
bench were then covered in sporty red
leather with attractive ivory piping,
while German square weave carpeting
was installed throughout the floor-
boarding. Other cockpit features
include the original dash instru-
mentation, glove box and steering
wheel. Finally, the Heb received a ¥
black “Haartz Cloth” German canvas

top with a wool headliner, matched to

look identical to the original. Even a
black boot with ivory piping was fabri-
cated from Haartz cloth — and adds a
nice finishing touch.

To ready the VW in time for the Great
Canadian Bug Show, Bill began the

BELOW - A nice set of color matched solid 16-inch wheels with stock
hub caps are fitted with BFGoodrich whitewall tires.

BELOW - Since Bill could not find an

final detail and installation of the
remaining items, including a pair of
rechromed grooved bumpers, a set of
new 16-inch wheels wrapped in
BFGoodrich (500x16) white walled Sil-
vertowns — and lastly, the placement
of an original Hebmiiller badge on the
right front side panel.

Just for the record, Bill finished bet-
ter than ever with a first-time show car,
winning 1st in the Convertible Class,
Best Restored and the coveted Presi-
dent’s Choice award. A miraculous feat
considering the complete restoration
took only four months after purchasing
the car! What a birthday present, huh!
Future plans for the Heb call for an
NOS engine case and a complete Okras-
sa kit. Our hats off to ya’, Bill.

LEFT - Having been
previously filled,
the semaphores
had to be
completely
reconstructed.

original combii

apart from the
original.

brake/li
plate light, one was fabricated from
a ’55 Chevy taillight. It turned out so
well, most people can’t tell it
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